Victoria’s North and Murray
Water Resource Plan
A water resource plan for northern Victoria

Public Consultation 2019

Why we are here today

• Outline the Water Resource Plan and what it
does, and does not do
• Give you the chance to ask questions
• Test with you our approach for the Water
Resource Plan
• Check that it meets community expectations

As we talk today
think about...
Any questions
you may have
If you want to
have a say on the
plan
Is
anything missing?

Do you have
concerns?
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What is a Water Resource Plan

Purpose
• Water Resource Plans are a tool to implement Basin
Plan arrangements for managing and protecting
environmental water.
• They create a consistent framework for managing
Basin resources across the five Basin States
Regulation under Water Resource Plans
• Water Resource Plans ensure States are meeting the
Basin Plan environmental objectives through enforcing
consumptive limits and supporting environmental
outcomes

Water
Resource
Plans show
how Victoria
is
implementing
the Basin
Plan
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Basin Plan aim and objective

Aim
• to better protect the environment through reducing how
much water can be taken for consumption.
Objective
• to establish environmentally sustainable limits on how
much water can be taken for consumptive use from the
Basin, having regard to social and economic impacts
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Water Resource Plans – Basin Plan requirements
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What this water resource plan does not do

• Dictate water recovery
• Manage upwater: the additional 450GL
recovery
• Change regulatory arrangements
• Implement changes to delivery shares

WRP focus is
on
environmental
outcomes and
managing
sustainable
limits of take

• Amend water entitlements or create new
entitlements
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Our approach for meeting Basin Plan requirements

Our existing framework supports managing water to
balance the needs of consumptive users and the
environment, now and in the future.
• We already meet most of the requirements of Basin Plan
•

Do you agree
with our
approach?

We don’t need to undertake regulatory change to comply
with Basin Plan requirements.

In addition to improving environmental health, we have
used the Basin Plan to :
•

Promote the sustainable use of water for communities,
agriculture and industries

•

Support and strengthen the involvement of Traditional
Owner groups
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Area covered

Surface Water
•

Victorian Murray
Water Resource
Plan Area

•

Northern Victoria
Water Resource
Plan Area

Groundwater
•

Goulburn Murray
Water Resource
Plan Area
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Development of the Water Resource Plan

Review and assess existing
arrangements

Engage with key stakeholders and
delivery partners to develop the
draft

Public
consultation

Draft
WRP

Final
WRP

Liaise with MDBA regarding
requirements of Basin Plan

Victoria develops
plan

MDBA assess
and make
recommendation

Commonwealth
Minister decides
to accredit Plan
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Meeting Basin Plan: Environmental Watering

•

Key objective of Basin Plan is to support environmental watering

•

Victoria will meet Basin Plan environmental watering requirements
through its Long Term Watering Plans.
•

Long Term Watering Plans are reviewed and updated every five
years.

•

They are focused on priority assets and ecosystem functions

•

The next update will be 2020.

•

In Victoria environmental water held as entitlement is used to support
priority environmental assets

•

We have a strong water entitlement framework and governance
arrangements to support environmental outcomes.

Are we able to
meet
environmental
watering
requirements
under our
current
framework?
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Environmental watering continued

Commitments under the Water Resource Plan:
•

Manage environmental watering to achieve Basin Plan
objectives and outcomes

•

Coordinate watering across northern Victoria

Do you have any
concerns
regarding the
obligations on
Victoria?

•

Support environmental watering through prescriptions in
statutory management plans to mitigate impacts of
groundwater extraction

Are there any
risks with the
obligations?

•

To maintain protection of environmental passing flows.
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Meeting sustainable diversion limits

• Water Resource Plan assumes
− Victoria will meet its full water recovery
− Victoria’s framework can manage sustainable water take
• The Water Resource Plan holds us accountable for

Are plantations,
runoff dams, or
Domestic and
Stock a risk to
water
availability?

− Monitoring and recording how much water is taken from the
system annually
− Not exceeding how much water we are allowed to take
− Making sure interception doesn’t affect meeting SDL for
each area
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Addressing Risks

•
•
•

Doing a risk assessment of water availability and
condition is a Basin Plan requirement
Our Risk Assessment classified very high, high and
medium risks
Our risk assessment found:
• Climate change, extreme drought and land use
practices and changes to the timing and location of
demands were medium, high and very high risks
• Threats such as sediments, nutrients, salinity and
water quality are associated with a reduction in the
volume of water available
• Our lack of understanding of Traditional Owner values
and uses of water and how our water management
impacts on that is a high and very high risk.

Does our risk
assessment
align with
community
understanding
of risks to
water
resources in
northern
Victoria?
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Addressing Risks continued

•

All very high through to medium risks must
have corresponding strategy
• Victoria must report on how we mitigate or
treat risks
• We have identified that we have strategies in
place through our instruments and tools to
address risks
• Victoria has also signed up to the Basin
Compliance Compact

Does our risk
assessment
align with
community
understanding
of risks to
water
resources in
northern
Victoria?
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Extreme Events

• Water resource plans need to show how
Victoria will meet critical human water needs
under a range of extreme events
− These include drought, and water quality events
(commonly blue-green algae)

• Managing critical human water needs during
extreme events is undertaken in line with state
policy and legislation except for the River
Murray
• Managing critical human water needs during
extreme events on the Murray is undertaken in
line with the MDB Agreement.

Are our current
arrangements
robust enough
to respond to
extreme
events?
Can we do
more to
prevent some
extreme
events?
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Traditional Owner Values and Uses for water

•Historically, Traditional Owners have been excluded
from water ownership and management.
• We have identified water availability and quality for
Traditional Owner values and uses for water as high
risk.
•We have been talking with Traditional Owner
groups to identify what Traditional Owners would like
to see happen with water .
•We see this as the start of conversations with
Traditional Owners, to weave traditional ecological
knowledge in water management, through a
partnership approach.

Represents
the start of a
conversation
How can we
better partner
with TOs to
get better
outcomes for
water
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Water Quality

•

•
•

Surface water quality in northern Victoria has been affected
by major changes to waterways including:
•
water regulation, and storage dams and changing land
use
These changes to water quality can be alleviated, but water
quality will not return to pre-European settlement levels
We have set targets for water quality in the Water Resource
Plan for:
• Fresh water dependent ecosystems
• Irrigation water
• Recreational water
• Salt export

Do you think
we could be
doing more
to improve
water
quality?
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Water Quality continued

• Basin Plan requires identification of
measures to meet water quality objectives.
• For Victoria these are:
• S Waters
• Basin Salinity Management Strategy
• Water Resource Plan also creates an
obligation to ensure that groundwater
Management Plans consider impacts of
salinity and other water quality degradation

Do we need
more than
Management
Plans to
monitor and
manage
salinity in
groundwater?
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Trade

Surface water
• Surface water trade is managed under Basin Plan Water
Resource Plans don’t set trade rules
Groundwater
• How Groundwater trade in northern Victoria is managed is
prescribed in the Water Resource Plan
• It describes what must be met before groundwater trade
can be approved
• We think these circumstances are supported by existing
considerations under section 40 of the Water Act.

Do the new
groundwater
trade
arrangements
negatively
impact your
ability to
manage your
groundwater
entitlements?
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Where to from here?

How to have a say
• Public Submissions accepted until 5PM 4 March 2019
• Engage Victoria / post / by email
• All submissions will be considered and amendments
made to the water resource plan where necessary
• We will lodge the Water Resource Plan to MDBA for
formal assessment by 30 April 2019.
• MDBA and MLDRIN to assess Plan and recommend
whether Plan should be accredited to Commonwealth
Minister
• Accreditation expected by 1 July 2019.

Make your
submission
by 4
March, 2019.
Accreditation/
commencement
by 1 July 2019
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What happens post Accreditation?

• Victoria must comply with the content of the Plan
• Changes in policy and operational arrangements must be
consistent with Basin Plan and the accredited Plan
• Changes that impact on the accredited Plan will require
amendments to the Plan and must be assessed by the
MDBA

New
obligations
under Basin
Plan come
into effect
post
accreditation

• Annual reporting on the Water Resource Plan is required
• Minimum 10 year review of Water Resource Plans
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Questions?
Make submissions via:
Web:
https://engage.Victoria.gov.au/waterresource-plan-northern-victoria
Email: WRPTeam@delwp.vic.gov.au
Phone: 03 9637 9976

